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Applicants appreciate the Examiner's thorough review of the present application, and 
respectfully request reconsideration in light of the preceding amendments and the following 
remarks. 

Claims 1-4 and 6-21 are pending in the application. Claim 5 has been cancelled without 
prejudice or disclaimer, and incorporated into claim 1. Claims 1-4 and 6 have been amended to 
better define the claimed invention. New claims 8-21 have been added to provide Applicants with 
the scope of protection to which they are believed entitled. No new matter has been introduced 
through the foregoing amendments. 

Claims 1-4 and 6-21 have been amended substantially as presented in the February 23, 2006 
Amendment, except the following: 

The previously proposed terms "wearer-facing surface" and "garment-facing 
surface" have been replaced with —wearer-contactable surface— and -garment-contactable surface- 
respectively, and the corresponding original language of claim 1 have been restored in claim 1 and 
used in the new independent claims. 

In claims 2-4 and 6-7, the original wordings "Claim" have been restored/retained. 
Thus, the identifier (original) of claim 7 is correct. 

In new claims 8-9, the previously proposed "directly releasably attached" has been 
changed to -directly attached 

The wording "said surface of said main body is a garment-contactable surface 
adapted to contact with a wearer's clothes in use" has been moved from claim 21 to independent 
claim 12. 

Claim 16 now includes the limitations of claims 14-15 and depends from claim 12. 
Claim 20 has been revised to reflect the changes made to claim 16. 
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In response to the Examiner's request that Applicants indicate support for new claims 8-11, 
Applicants attach herewith an annotated version of FIG. 6 as Exhibit A which shows support of 
amended claim 1 and new claims 8-1 1 in at least original FIG. 6 . In particular, new claims 8-11 
find support at V as marked in the drawing of Exhibit A. Applicants' representative sincerely 
apologizes for any inconvenience/confusion that might have caused by the previous statement that 
claims 8-1 1 are supported by FIG. 7. 

In response to the Examiner's request that Applicants indicate support for new claims 12-21, 
Applicants have further recited in new independent claim 12 that the tape fastener is permanently 
attached to the garment-contactable surface of the main body in consistence with the specification 
and drawings as filed. Applicants further note that claims 14-21 recite a 3-section tape fastener. 

In response to the Examiner's request that Applicants indicate support for amended claims 
1-4 and 6-7, Applicants have restored the original language of claim 1 , i.e., garment-contactable 
and wearer contactable surface. 

The amended/added claims are still believed patentable over the applied art of record for the 
reasons advanced in the February 23, 2006 Amendment. 

Specifically, as to independent claim 1, Oji fails to teach or suggest that "said first end zone 
of said first tape segment... is directly releasably attached to said garment-facing surface of said 
wearing article." FIG. 6 of Oji discloses that the first end zone (17) of the first tape segment (14) is 
indirectly attached to the garment-facing surface (5), as correctly noted by the Examiner in the 
Office Action, at page 9, line 8. 

As to independent claim 9, the art fails to teach or suggest that "said fourth end zone... is 
directly attached to said garment-contactable surface of said wealing article." The primarily applied 
references of Oji and Pape do not fairly teach or suggest the highlighted claim feature as can be 
seen from FIG. 6 of Oji and FIG. 1 of Pape. 

New independent claim 12 includes a limitation similar to that of amended claim 1, i.e., the 
second end portion of said top section is directly releasably attached to said surface of said main 
body, and is believed patentable for at least the reason presented with respect to claim 1. 
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The dependent claims are considered patentable at least for the reasons advanced with 
respect to their respective independent claims. 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that all claims are now in condition for 
allowance. Early and favorable indication of allowance is courteously solicited. 

The Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned, Applicant's attorney of record, to 
facilitate advancement of the present application. 

To the extent necessary, a petition for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. 1.136 is hereby 
made. Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with the filing of this paper, including 
extension of time fees, to Deposit Account 07-1337 and please credit any excess fees to such 
deposit account. / 



Customer Number: 22429 

1700 Diagonal Road, Suite 300 

Alexandria, Virginia 22314 

(703) 684-1111 

(703) 518-5499 Facsimile 

Date: June 9, 2006 
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